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AMENDMENT AFTER FINAI REJECTION 



Sir: 

The claims begin on page three. All the rejected and objected-to claims have been re- 
drafted as claims 25-39. Claims 25. 27, 36, and 37 (each of which contains either the term 
"hydrocarbon" or -hyrocarbyl") have been amended to introduce a revised definition, as 
discussed below. Other, minor stylistic changes and corrections to typographical errors have 
been made. 

As discussed in a telephonic interview with Examiner Berch, a revised set of claims is 
presented which is deemed to overcome the sole basis of rejection. In the amendment, a new 
term ("interrupted-) is introduced. Although the term does not appear in the specification, it is 
not deemed to be new matter since it is merely being used to resolve a nomenclature issue. 
The meaning of the claims is not being changed by this amendment. The Examiner has 
objected to the use of the term "hydrocarbon" (also in its adjectival form) to denote a radical 
which can contain non-carbon atoms In the chain. In the amended claims this term is defined in 
two different ways. In the first Instance, the radical has the meaning urged by the Examiner. In 
the second instance, the radical is defined in terms which are fully supported by the specification 
and which has been accepted by the Office, as evidenced by several patents, the claims of 



PAGE 2/40 » RCVD AT 2/6/2004 12:07:43 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTMFXRF-2I1 • DNIS:7468000 * CStD:973 781 8064 ' DURATION (mm-ss):10O6 



FEB-06-2004 12: 16 



NOUflRTIS INTELLECT PROP 



973 781 8064 P. 83 



which are attached. (See: US 6,569,847, col 28, last line to col 29. first line; US 6,554,869, col 
27. lines 61-63; US 6.346,526, col 36. lines 65-66; and US 4.638.066. col 38, lines 36-37.) 
This term is 'interrupted by". As used in the patents, the term further defines '■alkylene". 
"polymethyene\ and also the equivalent: "-(CH 2 K. all of which mean a hydrocarbon, i.e.. a 
moiety composed of carbons and hydrogens. It is clear that in these patents the inventors 
intended to include not only chains purely of Cs and Hs but also those chains containing one or 
more heteroatoms interposed in the chains. That is exactly the intended meaning herein. As Is 
clear from these patents, the term "hydrocarbon" can have more than one meaning. Besides 
the meaning urged by the Examiner, it can also mean that a heteroatom is interposed in the 
chain. Such a meaning Is not confusing to one of ordinary skill in the art nor is it inconsistent 
with the "ordinary" meaning of hydrocarbon. Further, such language has been accepted by the 
Office, as evidenced by the granting of the attached patents. The language has also clearly 
been accepted by this Examiner, who is the named Primary Examiner on three of the patents. 

It is requested that the amendment, which is deemed to overcome the sole basis for 
rejection, be entered, that the Final Rejection be withdrawn, and that the case be passed to 
issue. 
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